 CUR 515 Signature Assessment Assignment: Critical Thinking Instructional Unit
I will be scoring according to these criteria – please read thoroughly!

For each section of criteria listed below, the facilitator will assign one (1) of the following levels: 

Overview of the Unit (5%)

Does Not Meet Expectations: Some unit components are not included. The unit components are not appropriate for the grade level and do not include critical thinking strategies in the unit. Unit components are not described clearly

Approaches Expectations: Unit components are not described clearly. Only some components are appropriate for the grade level and include less than three critical thinking strategies in the unit.

Meets Expectations: Objectives are stated and most are appropriately aligned to the activities. Most of the objectives are written using Bloom's Taxonomy. Most of the objectives are measurable and integrate some state and national standards as appropriate for grade level and subject area.

Exceeds Expectations: Unit components are described in detail. The components are appropriate for the grade level and include three or more critical thinking strategies in the unit.

Objectives (10%) 
Does Not Meet: Objectives are not stated or objectives are stated but do not align to the activities. None of the objectives are written using Bloom's Taxonomy to reflect various levels of thinking. None of the objectives are measurable and do not integrate state and national standards as appropriate for grade level and subject area.
Approaches: Objectives are stated but only a few align to the activities. Few of the objectives are written using Bloom's Taxonomy. Few of the objectives are measurable and integrate few state and national standards as appropriate for grade level and subject area.
Meets: Objectives are stated and most are appropriately aligned to the activities. Most of the objectives are written using Bloom's Taxonomy. Most of the objectives are measurable and integrate some state and national standards as appropriate for grade level and subject area.
Exceeds: Objectives are clearly stated and appropriately aligned to the activities. Objectives are written using Bloom's Taxonomy. Objectives are measurable and integrate multiple state and national standards as appropriate for grade level and subject area.

Standards (10%) 
Does Not Meet: Multiple standards (state and national) are not identified or are not correctly linked to lesson plan or unit content. Standards are not aligned with objectives.
Approaches: Multiple standards (state and national) are identified but few are correctly linked to lesson plan or unit content. Few of the standards are aligned with objectives.
Meets: Multiple standards (state and national) are identified and most are correctly linked to lesson plan or unit content. Most of the standards are aligned with objectives. There are at least three content standards present.
Exceeds: Multiple standards (state and national) are identified and correctly aligned to lesson plan or unit content. Standards are clearly aligned with objectives. There are at least three content standards present.

Instructional Approach (10%) 

Does Not Meet: Instructional approach is not identified. No activities are aligned to instructional approach. There is no attempt to check for student understanding. No evidence of approaches or activities that involve students in critical thinking processes such as the use of graphic organizers, Socratic questioning, integration of technology and other processes as appropriate for grade level and subject area.

Approaches: Instructional approach identified is not appropriate for the lesson. A few activities align to selected instructional approach. Instruction does not include a description of how teacher will check for student understanding. Weak evidence of approaches or activities that involve students in critical thinking processes such as the use of graphic organizers, Socratic questioning, integration of technology and other processes as appropriate for grade level and subject are

Meets: Instructional approach identified is mostly appropriate for the lesson. Most activities align to selected instructional approach. Instruction includes a description of how teacher will check for student understanding. Some evidence of approaches or activities that involve students in critical thinking processes such as the use of graphic organizers, Socratic questioning, integration of technology and other processes as appropriate for grade level and subject area.

Exceeds: Various instructional approaches identified are appropriate for the lesson. Activities align to the selected instructional approaches. Instruction includes a description of how teacher will consistently check for student understanding. Strong evidence of approaches or activities that involve students in critical thinking processes such as the use of graphic organizers, Socratic questioning, integration of technology and other processes as appropriate for grade level and subject area. 


Activities (15%) 

Does Not Meet: Activities do not reflect consideration for learning styles and special needs accommodations. Activities do not incorporate teacher or student use of technology or other forms of interactive learning as appropriate to teach critical thinking skills for grade level and subject area.

Approaches: Activities reflect little consideration for learning styles and special needs accommodations. Activities make limited use of technology for teacher or students including other forms of interactive learning as appropriate to teach critical thinking skills for grade level and subject area.

Meets: Activities reflect adequate consideration for learning styles and special needs accommodations. Activities incorporate technology adequately for both the teacher and students including other forms of interactive learning as appropriate to teach critical thinking skills for grade level and subject area.

Exceeds: Activities reflect comprehensive consideration for learning styles and special needs accommodations. Activities incorporate technology in a variety of ways for both the teacher and the students including other forms of interactive learning as appropriate to teach critical thinking skills for grade level and subject area.


Assessment (15%) 
Does Not Meet: Performance-based assessment and rubric are not included.
Approaches: Performance-based assessment does not connect with lesson objective(s) and the content taught. Performance-based assessment does not require students' active participation. The performance-based assessment identified is not an appropriate tool for the skill(s) being assessed. Rubric provides little structure and/or unclear descriptors for measuring student performance
Meets: Performance-based assessment generally connects with lesson objective(s) and the content taught. Performance-based assessment somewhat limits students' active participation. The performance-based assessment identified is an adequate tool for the skill(s) being assessed. Rubric provides adequate structure and descriptors for measuring student performance
Exceeds: Performance-based assessment clearly connects with lesson objective(s) and the content taught. Performance-based assessment requires students to be active participants. The performance based assessment identified is an appropriate tool for the skill(s) being assessed. Rubric provides a clear structure and descriptors for measuring student performance.

Bibliography (5%)
Does Not Meet: Bibliography is not included. 
Approaches: Bibliography includes a mix of relevant and irrelevant sources not including interactive learning as appropriate for the content area and level. References in the bibliography are not presented in APA format or with significant APA errors.
Meets: Bibliography includes mostly relevant sources including interactive learning as appropriate for the content area and grade level. References in the bibliography are presented in APA format with minimal errors.
Exceeds: Bibliography includes a variety of relevant sources including interactive learning as appropriate for the content area and grade level. References in the bibliography are consistently presented in APA format.

Content Knowledge (10%)
Does not meet: The content covered in the lesson plan is not accurate. The content does not align to the standards and objectives.
Approaches: Very little content covered in the lesson plan is accurate. Content is minimally aligned to the standards and objectives.
Meets: Most of the content covered in the lesson plan is accurate. Content is aligned with the standards and objectives.
Exceeds: Content covered in the lesson plan is accurate and current. Content is targeted to the standards and objectives and includes the major ideas that are to be taught to meet the objectives

Organization (10%) 
Does Not Meet: The lessons or unit lack a logical sequence or progression to meet objectives
Approaches: There is minimal logical sequence or progression to the lessons or unit to meet objectives
Meets: There is an evident logical sequence or progression to the lessons or unit to meet objectives
Exceeds: There is an evident and comprehensive logical sequence or progression to the lessons or unit to meet objectives. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]APA Format and Style (10%) 
Does Not Meet: APA format and style are not evident
Approaches: Missing APA elements; in-text citations, where necessary, are used but formatted inaccurately and not referenced
Meets: All key elements of an APA title page are present; in-text citations and a reference page are present with few format errors. Mechanics of writing are reflective of APA style.
Exceeds: A broad understanding of APA format and style is evident. Accurate citations and references are presented. No APA errors are evident.
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